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certain Articles of the Constitution, consisting in the substi-
tution of a two years' Budget for the arrangement theretofore
obtaining (that of voting the Budget every year), in the
abolition of the obligation to convoke Parliament annually,
(the necessity of voting the Budget once a year being
revoked as above) and in quadrennial elections, instead of
triennial ones. The Federal Council approved of this
proposal; the majority of the Reichstag, when it was brought
before them in 1880, abstained from dealing with it When,
however, the Chancellor put it forward again, a year later,
the Committee met him with a counter-proposal, in which
Prince Bismarck at once recognized " a lack of consideration
for the Ministerial class of human beings, and an attack
upon the Emperor's prerogatives." In his speech of
May 5th, 1881, he explained the immediate purpose of the
Federal Council's proposal in the following terms: "We
desire to modify the haste and excess of business, of which
the last speaker complained, by rendering it possible for you
to give more time to your sittings in Parliament, i.e., by
emancipating you from the restraint put upon you by the
simultaneous functioning every year of two bodies, the
Reichstag and Diet, which compels you to waste the time
that should be devoted to one of those assemblies, in favour
of the other. The work, moreover, would only be half
done, should you limit to the Empire the application of the
system recommended in this proposal. It must be enforced
in all the Diets; the Imperial Legislature must prohibit
Parliament and Diet from sitting at the same time; the
Diets must transact their business during one year, and
Parliament during the next The chief business to be
transacted is the Budget, and the hurry complained of is
principally caused by time-pressure in the preparation of the
Budget, which has to be made up anew every year. We